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DOW destroys bear that was fed, petted by people 

Dennis Webb 
Glenwood Springs, CO Colorado 
June 22, 2007 
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GLENWOOD SPRINGS, Colo. — State 
wildlife officials shot and killed a bear 
Thursday night after receiving reports that 
people had been feeding and petting it this 
week. 
 
Sonia Marzec, district wildlife manager for 
the Colorado Division of Wildlife, said the 
agency wanted to prevent a repeat of what 
occurred earlier this week when a bear 
dragged a boy from his tent in Utah and killed 
him. 
 
"After the Utah thing, I don't want to have any issues like that," she said. 
 
Marzec said the DOW had received reports about people feeding and petting a bear at Ami's Acres 
Campgrounds in West Glenwood. The reports were from not just witnesses but the participants 
themselves. 
 
She said area wildlife manager Perry Will approached the bear Wednesday and it didn't walk off, adding 
to concerns that it was too habituated to humans. 
 
DOW officers staked out Ami's Acres Thursday night to wait for the bear's return, and tried to tranquilize 
it with the intent of then destroying it. The 3- to 4-year-old female ran over a hill behind the campground 
and officers were able to shoot it. 
 
DOW officials have become increasingly frustrated by people in West Glenwood failing to secure their 
trash from bears and in some cases reportedly even intentionally feeding them, which is illegal.  
 
Marzec said one concern with the bear at Ami's Acres was that it might have become bolder and more 
aggressive with other people after those who had rewarded its presence by feeding it had gone. 
 
Normally, problem bears are tagged and relocated, and put down only if they return to cause more 
problems, under the DOW's two-strike bear policy. Marzec said the Ami's Acres bear didn't have any 
strikes against it, but she wasn't willing to take a chance. 
 
"The worst part of my job is to have to kill a bear but I would much rather have to kill a bear than have it 
injure someone," she said. 
 
She said the operators of Ami's Acres have been cooperating with authorities by trying to secure trash. 
They have bear-proof trash bins with cables to lock down the tops, but the bear still was getting past the 
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plastic lids. 
 
"The operators are definitely on board with trying to help us out," she said. 
 
Marzec also is dealing with a bear that has been getting into trash at Glenwood Canyon Resort in No 
Name. That one will be relocated if it is caught, she said. She said a mother bear with cubs in West 
Glenwood continues to be spotted but isn't behaving in a way that warrants destroying it at this point. 
 
Meanwhile, Marzec and local authorities are stepping up their focus on the human root of the problem, 
after weeks of trying to haze bears away from homes and businesses and back into the hills. 
 
"The bear/trash situation is not going away. ... Unfortunately the bears are not learning because the people 
are not learning," she said. 
 
As a result, Marzec has consulted with the District Attorney's Office and Glenwood Springs police and 
they have agreed to pursue ticketing of people who refuse to secure trash. 
 
"We are all on the same page at this point," she said. 
 
DOW volunteers will deliver letters to residents in problem areas in West Glenwood and to restaurants, 
lodges and gas stations all over town, putting them on notice about the ticketing policy. Marzec said the 
letters are in both English and Spanish. 
 
People who create trash problems would receive a warning, and then a ticket if they don't change their 
ways. Those living in city limits would be cited under a Glenwood Springs ordinance, and others would 
be cited under a DOW regulation. 
 
 
 
Contact Dennis Webb: 384-9119 
dwebb@postindependent.com 
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June 28, 2007 - Interior Dept. removes Bald Eagle from list of threatened species 
June 25, 2007 - Bear problems are caused by humans 
June 23, 2007 - Division of Wildlife asks county to adopt trash laws to protect bears 
June 23, 2007 - Bear feeding charges unlikely 
June 21, 2007 - Wayward Montana grizzly headed to Colorado zoo 
June 19, 2007 - Denver Zoo blames fatal jaguar attack on human error 
June 18, 2007 - Bear blamed for boy’s death is killed 
June 14, 2007 - Rare condor chick hatches at Denver Zoo 
June 14, 2007 - Human error blamed for deaths of 50,000 fish 
June 13, 2007 - Wyoming man injured by Grand Teton grizzly 
June 8, 2007 - Forest Service closes Glenwood Springs visitor center 
June 7, 2007 - People problems could prove perilous for bears, DOW warns 
June 6, 2007 - Police: No crime in fatal jaguar attack; open door still unsolved 
June 5, 2007 - City leaders support sharpshooting to control urban deer 
June 3, 2007 - Man ticketed for killing black bear 
June 1, 2007 - Area man charged in bear shooting 
May 30, 2007 - Camel attacks and severely injures owner 
May 29, 2007 - Rifle man hospitalized after camel accident 
May 28, 2007 - Convictions tough to come by in cases of bear shootings 
May 25, 2007 - Rescuers to expand efforts to herd wayward whales with fire hoses 
May 24, 2007 - Blue herons take flight 
May 24, 2007 - Deer crashes through bedroom window in Lafayette 
May 22, 2007 - Bad news for bears
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May 22, 2007 - Wildlife officers question suspect in bear shooting 
May 22, 2007 - Forest Service aims to close “nature-deficit” gap 
May 15, 2007 - Operator of wildlife center near Silt not concerned about state proposal 
May 14, 2007 - Compromise will make Rocky Mountain National Park wilderness area 
May 12, 2007 - Great birds enjoy local friendly skies 
May 8, 2007 - Homer couple photographs bear killing moose 
May 1, 2007 - Local News Briefs 
May 1, 2007 - Woman attacked, wildlife officers shoot and kill a bear 
April 27, 2007 - Crane leaves Silt for new home 
April 13, 2007 - Mountain lion tranquilized in back yard of Boulder home 
April 12, 2007 - Eagle Ranch building on success 
April 11, 2007 - Grizzly Bear attacks man near home in E. Idaho 
April 3, 2007 - Conservation groups: Yellowstone griz need federal protection 
March 29, 2007 - DOW recruiting for Bear Aware! 
March 24, 2007 - Forest Service visitor center will close its doors in Glenwood 
March 24, 2007 - The story of a confused crane 
March 24, 2007 - National radio program honors Limbach 
March 23, 2007 - Crystal River Caucus meets March 29 
March 23, 2007 - Military helicopter training based out of Eagle Airport to continue 
March 14, 2007 - The bear necessities 
March 9, 2007 - Missouri man shares golf cart with bobcat 
February 9, 2007 - Feds reject Wyoming’s concerns about wolves, wildlife 
February 8, 2007 - BLM delays action on oil, gas leases in state wildlife areas 
February 7, 2007 - DOW puts down injured lion 
February 5, 2007 - Bush proposes large increase for parks leading up to 100th birthday bash 
February 2, 2007 - Elk rising to challenge 
January 29, 2007 - Eagle lugging deer head causes Juneau power outage 
January 26, 2007 - Williams partners with DOW 
January 25, 2007 - Mountain lion attacks man in Humboldt state park 
January 19, 2007 - Elk reported to be caught in trap for bighorn 
January 4, 2007 - Plan to capture Utah moose for Colorado postponed by storm 
January 2, 2007 - Utah plans to send moose to Colorado
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